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Photographs 1, 3, 4, 7, 11, 12 Silverhouse Photographic, Athens, GA, August 2012 
Photographs 2, 5, 6, 8-10, 13, 14 Franzen Photography, Kailua, HI, December 2015 

 
HI-573-A-1 CONTEXTUAL VIEW SHOWING STREET AND FRONT OF 

BUILDING.  VIEW FACING NORTHWEST. 

HI-573-A-2 FRONT NORTHEAST ELEVATION OF DEPOT BUILDING.  VIEW 
FACING WEST. 

HI-573-A-3 NORTHWEST ELEVATION.  VIEW FACING SOUTHWEST.   

HI-573-A-4 NORTHWEST ELEVATION.  VIEW FACING SOUTHEAST. 

HI-573-A-5 SOUTHEAST ELEVATION.  VIEW FACING NORTHWEST. 

HI-573-A-6 SOUTHWEST ELEVATION.  VIEW FACING NORTHEAST. 

HI-573-A-7 SOUTHWEST ELEVATION.  VIEW FACING NORTHEAST. 

HI-573-A-8 VIEW SHOWING PORTE-COCHERE AND FILLED DOORWAY, 
SOUTH PORTION OF BUILDING.  VIEW FACING NORTHEAST. 

HI-573-A-9 VIEW OF CONCRETE BUMPERS ADJACENT TO BUILDING.  VIEW 
FACING SOUTH. 

HI-573-A-10 VIEW OF OPEN ARCADE AT FRONT OF BUILDING SHOWING 
ARCHED OPENINGS, HERRINGBONE BRICK WALKWAY, AND 
DECORATIVE CEILING BEAMS.  VIEW LOOKING NORTHWEST. 

HI-573-A-11 VIEW OF OPEN ARCADE SHOWING ARCHED OPENINGS AND 
HERRINGBONE WALKWAY.  VIEW FACING SOUTHEAST. 

HI-573-A-12 VIEW OF ORIGINAL MAIN STAIR CASE SHOWING VESTIBULE TO 
THE SIDE AND ENTRY TO ADDED HALLWAY.  VIEW FACING 
NORTHWEST. 

HI-573-A-13 VIEW OF RETAINED CEILING BEAMS IN SECOND FLOOR WAITING 
AREA.  VIEW FACING NORTH-NORTHWEST. 
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HI-573-A-14 VIEW OF RETAINED FLOOR TILES AT ENTRY AND VESTIBULE.  
VIEW FACING SOUTH. 
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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

 
OAHU RAILWAY & LAND COMPANY HONOLULU TERMINAL, DEPOT 

 
HABS No. HI-573-A 

 
Location:  333 North King Street, Honolulu, Hawaii. 

 UTM Coordinates (NAD83) 

 043617760. 2357492 

Significance:  The Oahu Railway and Land Company Terminal, Depot is locally 
significant for its association with the Oahu Railway & Land 
Company (OR&L).  OR&L developed Oahu's rail system, 
providing transportation for the sugar and pineapple plantations, 
the military, and residents of Oahu, and spurred development 
across the island.  The Depot is also significant as an example of 
the Mediterranean Revival Style, which embodied the distinctive 
characteristics of many of Honolulu's Territorial era public 
buildings. 

Description:        

The Oahu Railway and Land Company Terminal, Depot is located 
on the periphery of downtown Honolulu, in Iwilei.  It is sited on the 
corner of North King Street and Iwilei Road, on a five-and-one-half 
acre parcel that also contains the OR&L Co. Land Department 
Office and Document Storage Building (1914), an open parking 
area, and an abandoned filling station (1940).  The property is 
enclosed by a painted metal fence set onto a low curb.   

The two-story Mediterranean Revival Style terminal building is 
constructed of stuccoed concrete with a gable-on-hip roof that is 
covered in red barrel tile.  In plan, the building is reverse L-
shaped, with the long, northeast wing measuring approximately 
185', and the short, southeast wing measuring approximately 100'.  
An outset arcade with arched openings extends around most of 
the building.  There is a porte-cochere on the southeast side, and 
on the northeast side is a large clock tower with a crenelated 
battlement. The clock tower extends approximately a full story 
above the roof and at its base is the main entry to the building. 
Windows include 1/1 double-hung, ten-light and fifteen-light 
casement types, as well as casements surmounted by multi-light 
arched transoms, some of which have been boarded up.   

At the southwest side of the building are two large concrete 
bumpers, against which trains rested when stopped at the 
terminal. These mark the historic location of two of the tracks that 
came to the Honolulu Depot.  The interior of the building was 
almost entirely renovated to accommodate offices in 1975.  Some 
flooring has been retained as have the ceiling beams in the 
second floor lobby area. 
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History:   

See HABS No. HI-573 for information on the history of the 
property on which the Depot is located.   

The Depot was constructed from 1924 - 1925 to replace an earlier 
1889 wooden terminal building, and was the main Honolulu rail 
terminal for OR&L’s passenger operations.  The building was 
designed by local architect Guy N. Rothwell, and construction 
began in 1924.  The contract to erect the terminal was officially 
given to the Hawaiian Contracting Company (a company that was 
owned by the Dillingham family), though much of the work was 
performed by OR&L’s in-house construction crews.   

Upon completion, the building had dual functions, with the second 
floor providing offices for the company’s daily railroad operations, 
and the first floor accommodating passengers.  The offices 
upstairs were occupied by OR&L’s president, general manager, 
superintendent and treasurer, as well as the station’s dispatcher.  
The first floor layout included a porte-cochere, a ticket office and 
lobby with a restaurant and bar, as well as a news stand.  Both 
floors also included spacious restrooms for travelers and 
employees.  As soon as the building was completed, an extension 
was constructed on the north side, to accommodate the 
company’s growing freight department.  The company continued 
to use the building as a terminal well after rail passenger 
operations ceased at the end of 1947.   

The property was acquired by the State of Hawaii in 1961.  After 
OR&L moved off of the premises eighteen months later the 
building was used as office space.  A 1975 renovation completely 
reconfigured the interior of the building for office use, and an 
elevator and expanded stairwell were added at an unknown date.  

Various state organizations have occupied the offices, with the 
current users being the Division of Accounting and General 
Services, Department of Human Services in the terminal building.   

 
Sources:  

Chiddix, Jim, & MacKinnon Simpson.  Next Stop Honolulu! Oahu 
Railway & Land Company 1889-1971. Honolulu: Sugar Cane 
Press. 2004.   

Fairfax, Geoffrey W.  The Architecture of Honolulu.  Norfolk Island, 
Australia: Island Heritage Limited.  1971.   

Michael T. Suzuki.  Kalihi/Palama Multi-Service Community 
Center - Phase II.  Drawings A-4, A-19, D-1 and D-2.  Hawaii 
State Department of Accounting and General Services.  1975. 

Stan Kumura.  OR&L Honolulu Station First Floor Plan; Second 
Floor Plan and Roof Plan; North Elevation, South Elevation, 
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windows and details; East Elevation, West Elevation and 
sections.  Hawaiian Railway Society.  No Date. 

Historic Buildings Task Force.  Old Honolulu: A Guide to Oahu's 
Historic Buildings.  Honolulu: Historic Buildings Task Force.  
1970.   

Honolulu Advertiser 

"Camera Glimpses of Life in Hawaii." December 7, 1924. p. 4. 
(Magazine Section) 

"Dillingham's Folly Became Vital Oahu Transport System." July 
1,1956. Section IV-B p. 16:6. 

Burlingame, Burl.  "Elegant, functional train depot was typical of 
old Honolulu."  January 11, 2004.  (Holoholo Honolulu 
Section).   

Honolulu Star Bulletin 

"Proposed OR&L Co. Station." October 18, 1924. p. 6. 

"Metamorphosis Cruel Word But it Tells Story – New OR&L Depot 
Goes Up Where Old Station Stood Without Trouble." May 23, 
1925. p. 11. 

"A Lifeline For Oahu: The O.R. & L. And How it Grew." September 
5, 1949. p. 9. 

Jones, Lesleigh. Draft National Register Nomination Forms, Oahu 
Railway & Land Co. Office & Document Storage Building and 
Oahu Railway & Land Co. Terminal Building, both dated 
December, 2013. 

Mason Architects, Inc. Honolulu High Capacity Transit Corridor 
Project, Surveyed Property Considered Eligible for National 
Register: Oahu Railway & Land Co. Terminal Building. 
Prepared for the November 2008 Honolulu High-Capacity 
Transit Corridor Project Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement/Section 4(f) Evaluation. July 2008. 

Nellist, George F. M. The Story of Hawaii and Its Builders. 
Territory of Hawaii: Honolulu Star Bulletin Publ.  1925.   

Oahu Railway and Land Company. A Brief History of Benjamin 
Franklin Dillingham and the Beginning of the Oahu Railwy and 
Land Company. Honolulu: Oahu Railway and Land Company. 
Ca. 1961.   

"Take a Trip Over the Oahu Railway and You Will Not Wonder 
That Its Story is a Romance." Paradise of the Pacific. 
December 1924, Vol. 37.  p. 117. 

 
 
Historian(s):  Lesleigh Jones, Mason Architects, Inc. January 2016. 
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Project Information: This report is part of the documentation for properties identified as 
incurring an adverse effect from the Honolulu Rail Transit Project 
(HRTP) in the City and County of Honolulu.  This documentation 
was required under Stipulation V.C. (1, 2) of the Honolulu High-
Capacity Transit Corridor Project (HHCTCP) Programmatic 
Agreement (PA), which was signed by the U.S. Department of 
Transportation’s Federal Transit Administration, the Hawaii State 
Historic Preservation Officer, the United States Navy, and the 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation.  After consultation with 
the City and County of Honolulu, the National Park Service, 
Pacific West Regional Office, in a letter dated June 29, 2011, 
specified the details of the required documentation efforts, 
including documentation for this and other properties affected by 
the HRTP.  The field work was conducted in December 2015, and 
the initial report prepared in January 2016.  The report was 
finalized in _______ 2016. 
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Location Map 

  

OR&L Terminal Property 



 OAHU RAILWAY & LAND CO TERMINAL, DEPOT 
 HABS No. HI-573-A 
 (page 6) 
 

 
OR&L Terminal Site Plan 

  



 OAHU RAILWAY & LAND CO TERMINAL, DEPOT 
 HABS No. HI-573-A 
 (page 7) 
 

First Floor Sketch Plan 
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Second Floor Sketch Plan 
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 HABS No. HI-573-A-2 
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 HABS No. HI-573-A-5 
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 HABS No. HI-573-A-6 
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 HABS No. HI-573-A-7 
 

 
  



 HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 
 SEE INDEX TO PHOTOGRAPHS FOR CAPTIONS 
 

 HABS No. HI-573-A-8 
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 HABS No. HI-573-A-9 
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 HABS No. HI-573-A-10 
 

  



 HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 
 SEE INDEX TO PHOTOGRAPHS FOR CAPTIONS 
 

 HABS No. HI-573-A-11 
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 HABS No. HI-573-A-12 
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 HABS No. HI-573-A-13 
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 HABS No. HI-573-A-14 
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OAHU RAILWAY AND LAND CO. TERMINAL BUILDING HABS NO. HI-573-A 
Honolulu, HI 

  



 

In 1975, the State of Hawaii DAGS produced alteration drawings for the OR&L 
Depot as the “Kalihi/Palama Multi-Service Community Center.”  This drawing set 
included a demolition plan that indicated the layout of the OR&L Depot at that 
time.  Stan Kumura traced and further annotated these drawings for the Hawaiian 
Railway Society, in an effort to document the Depot’s historic appearance.  The 
Hawaiian Railway Society’s drawings include floor plans, elevations, sections, 
window types and some details. 



 

 
Figure 1: Tracing of 1975 First Floor demolition drawing with original room functions added.  Courtesy Hawaiian Railway Society. 



 

 
Figure 2: Tracing of 1975 Second Floor demolition drawing with original room functions added.  Courtesy Hawaiian Railway Society. 



 

 
Figure 3:  Tracing of 1975 existing condition elevation drawing.  Courtesy Hawaiian Railway Society. 



 

 
Figure 4:  Tracing of 1975 existing condition elevation and section drawing.  Courtesy Hawaiian Railway Society. 



 

 
Figure 5:  Photograph of 1975 Hawaii State Department of Accounting and General Services first floor demolition drawing.  Courtesy Hawaiian Railway Society. 



 

 

Figure 6:  Photograph of 1975 Hawaii State Department of Accounting and General Services second floor demolition drawing.  Courtesy Hawaiian Railway 
Society. 



 

 

Figure 7:  Photograph of 1975 Hawaii State Department of Accounting and General Services alterations drawing.  Courtesy Hawaiian Railway Society. 



 

 

Figure 8:  Photograph of 1975 Hawaii State Department of Accounting and General Services detail drawing.  Courtesy Hawaiian Railway Society. 


